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Set your watch to 
Broome time

White sands, red rocks and 
azure waters are 
characteristics that stand 
out as we fly above the 

peninsula that is home to the town of 
Broome. Almost 2,240km from Perth 
in Western Australia, Broome’s seaside 
locale and culturally diverse history 
makes it not just a spectacular setting 
from which to holiday, but one that 
oozes charm.
The town was originally settled in the 

late 1880s as a port for lugger crews 
looking to supply the fast growing 
pearling industry, and back then  
there was little to indicate the town 
would blossom and prosper in the  
way it did. 
Places such as Roebuck Hotel, Roebuck 

Bay and Dampier Terrace are tributes to 
William Dampier’s short visit to the area 

in the 1700s. As commander of the HMS 
Roebuck, Dampier’s expedition stopping 
in Broome made him the first European 
to do so. 
Today, Broome boasts a multicultural 

population of Malay, Chinese, Japanese, 
European and Aboriginals creating the 
town’s warm and colourful identity.
With the gorgeous Cable Beach to stroll 

along, an abundance of sea life, the 
spectacular pindan cliffs and glorious 
sunsets, Broome is an ideal holiday 
destination for those wanting to unwind. 
But this town has much more to offer.

CHINATOWN
Throwing our bags down, we headed 
straight to Chinatown. As the original 
commercial centre of Broome, 
Chinatown (in Carnarvon Street) is 
a pleasant reminder of the hubs of 
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pearling sheds, saloons, entertainment 
houses and Chinese eateries. Today 
the strip features a number of pearl 
showrooms and retail outlets, as well as 
sidewalk cafes. 
In the heart of Chinatown is the world’s 

oldest outdoor picture theatre, Sun 
Pictures. 
First owned by the Yamasaki family 

for the sale of Asian foodstuffs, the site 
was purchased by local pearling icon, 
Ted Hunter in 1913, who commissioned 
the design and construction of a picture 
theatre that would house around 500 
people. It officially opened in 1916.
An interesting fact about the picture 

theatre is that up until 1974 it was 
subjected to tidal flooding, and cinema 
goers would often lift their feet during a 
screening as the tide came in. Rumour 
has it too that some patrons would come 

to the cinema with a fishing rod in the 
hope of catching a fish.
In 2009, the theatre hosted the premier 

of the Western Australian-made musical 
film, Bran Nue Dae, in which it also 
features.

PEARL LUGGERS
A visit to Broome is not complete 
without taking in more of the town’s 
pearling history, and Jock at Pearl 
Luggers (in Dampier Terrace) provides 
fascinating insight to Broome’s unique 
heritage. 
Walking through the grounds, Pearl 

Luggers features two fully rigged and 
restored pearling vessels — the Sam 
Male and the DMcD. Jock unveils more 
about the impact pearling has had in 
this part of Australia, including the 
dark period where young Aboriginal 
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Top: Pearl Luggers tour guide, 
Jock passionately talks pearls 
with anyone who will listen; 
Middle: A $125,000 pearl, 
willingly passed around but 
never out of Jock’s sight; Right: 
The sea, the men, the legend 
and the entry to Pearl Luggers 
Broome

All photographs are copyright to 
Calista Bruschi

men were forced to risk their lives as 
luggers in the pearling industry in a one-
hour presentation. He is entertaining 
and enlightening as he describes the 
dangers of pearl diving, and shows the 
actual hard hat diving suits and other 
memorabilia used by divers.

GANTHEAUME POINT
Following the tour we were inspired 
to learn more about Broome and its 
history, and jumped on board the 
Broome Sightseeing Tour with local 

guide John, whose knowledge of the 
town enhanced our stay. 
The two-hour tour visited seven 

of the town’s most notable natural, 
historical and cultural locations, 
including Gantheaume Point, where 
the deep red, rugged rocks provide 
stark contrast against the incredibly 
blue water of the Indian Ocean. These 
rock formations and colours provide a 
stunning backdrop for this photography 
enthusiast.
At low tide, visitors might be able 

to catch a glimpse of the dinosaur 
footprints that are estimated to be 
more than 130 million years’ old. But 
if not, a plaster cast embedded in the 
rocks at the top of the cliff might satisfy 
interested palaeontologists.
The chiselled-out basin nearby the 

casting is known as Anastasia’s Pool and 
was a spot specially carved by the former 
lighthouse keeper for his arthritic wife 
so she could bathe in the soothing ocean 
waters each day.
“The high tide would fill the pool and 

she would exercise her limbs in it,” Jock 
says, highlighting to our amazement as 
we stand some way back from the cliff’s 
edge that the area experiences 10m 
tides.

JAPANESE CEMETERY
Dating back to the early pearling 

days, and recognising the close ties the 
Japanese established with Broome in 
the early 20th century, is the Japanese 
Cemetery on the outskirts of town. 
The cemetery is the largest Japanese 
cemetery in Australia and is the 
final resting place for more than 900 

where we stayed

Moonlight Bay suites
Situated near the heart of Broome 
and overlooking the spectacular 
Roebuck Bay, the Moonlight Bay 
Suites features fully self-contained 
one and two bedroom apartments. 
Make your booking by visiting  
www.moonlightbaysuites.com.au
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Pearl Luggers Museum: www.pearlluggers.com.au
Broome Sightseeing Tours: www.broomesightseeingtours.com.au

Matso’s Broome Brewery: www.matsos.com.au
Broome Visitor Centre: www.visitbroome.com.au

things to see and do

Japanese divers; those who lost their 
lives from divers’ paralysis (the ‘bends’) 
or drowning. Many of the 707 graves 
have unusual headstones of coloured 
beach rocks, which are part of an 
immaculate restoration that was carried 
out in the cemetery.
Gathered together in front of a large 

stone obelisk — a tribute to the divers 
who were drowned at sea during a 
cyclone in 1908 — John pulls out his 
clipboard and clears his throat; he 
sombrely tells us about Australian 
songwriter and poet, Ted Egan who pays 
tribute to the pearl divers in his song 
‘Sayonara Nakamura’.
It is a truly beautiful place of respect 

and reflection.
The tour concludes at the Pearl Luggers 

Museum with a delicious afternoon tea 
of scones with jam and cream, tea and 
coffee and the offer of a free beer tasting 
at Matso’s Broome Brewery.
Take the time to explore Broome, there 

is much to see. Its rich history and the 
ethnic influences that have touched its 
shores make for an enjoyable and eye 
opening experience.

Top: The unique headstones in the Japanese 
cemetery at Broome; Above: John reads ‘Sayonara 
Nakamura’ as we reflect on the divers’ sacrifice

All photographs are copyright to Calista Bruschi

sayonara 
nakamura

When the luggers all sailed away
From Roebuck Bay on that fateful day
The diver on the B 19 was Nakamura

Not yet twenty-one
From the Land of the Rising Sun

His homeland was the island Okinawa. 
In the deepest holes of the Lacepede Shoals

To fulfill the pearling master’s goals
Went the diver from the B 19, Nakamura

His quest for the lustrous pearl
As strong as his love for the beautiful girl
He’d wed when he returned to Okinawa. 

Chorus:
But it’s goodbye now, farewell

Say goodbye to Okinawa
For today we’ll bury you

In West Australia
You will never be as one

With the Land of the Rising Sun
Sayonara. Sayonara Nakamura. 

From the West came a tropical squall
And the mercury began to fall

Forty fathoms deep was Nakamura
“Set sail”— no time to stage
For the storm began to rage

And they dragged to the surface the boy from Okinawa. 

The agony’s in his eyes
An old Malayman cries

He knows that the bends have got young Nakamura
Helplessly they cursed

As the diver’s lungs near burst
And he died on the deck the boy from Okinawa. 

Chorus 
To the diver’s cemetery at Broome

Bearing gifts all deep in gloom
They walked with the body of the diver, Nakamura

Headstones face the west
A thousand divers lie at rest

And they’re joined today by the boy from Okinawa. 

Chorus
And it’s Goodbye now, farewell.


