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Set sail on the  
‘Ship of the Desert’
Broome’s Cable Beach might be world-famous for its sun-kissed white sand, clear blue water and 
the spectacular sunsets, but the experience would not be complete unless you were taking it all in on 
the back of camel. WORDS AND IMAGES CALISTA BRUSCHI

With names like Saharna, 
Solomon, Kadesh and 
Jabul, you could be 
confused into thinking I 

was travelling with the locals of some 
Middle Eastern country, but that would 
only be half the truth. 
Although my new friends would not 

look out of place caravanning their way 
through the sands of Egypt, there is 
not a pyramid in sight. Instead, we are 
sounded by the pristine waters, crisp 
white sands and tall palm trees of Cable 
Beach in Broome, Western Australia.
It might sound like an unusual mix, 

these creatures renowned for their 
ability to survive in the most harsh 
of conditions stretched out across an 
idyllic backdrop of relaxed seaside 
living, but the reality is this is a match 
made in Heaven. The town of Broome, 
rich in history, is located far from 
anywhere and only the most hardy 
endure the warm days and balmy 
nights (even in winter); perfect for a 
friendly camel. Dotted with pindan cliffs 
and with 22 kilometres of white sand 
leading out towards the pristine waters 
of the Indian Ocean, Cable Beach is a 
stunning beach and there is no better 
way than to spend an afternoon than 
watching the sun go down while on 
the back of one of these ‘ships of the 
desert’.
At the head of the train is Alison Bird, 

affectionately known as the ‘Camel 

Lady’ of Broome. With more than 30 
years training, trekking and working 
with camels, Alison is the region’s most 
experienced camel operator. It is clear 
from the outset Alison has a love for 
these often misunderstood animals, 
many of which she has hand-reared 
from birth.
“What’s your weight?” she asks, 

unashamed of the question as the 
safety and best interests of her camels 
is foremost in her mind. She admits 
to having turned riders away for being 
‘too heavy’. Although history says these 
animals are able to carry as much as 
400kg to assist desert dwellers, the 
reality is that they are unlikely to carry 
more than one third of that at any time.
Once paired with my camel, my riding 

partner and I were able to get to know 
him.
As one of Alison’s 12 camels, Aslan is 

the oldest working camel in the pack. 
He has been with Alison since the 
beginning and is the Alpha of the camel 
team and was surprisingly friendly as 
we approached.
“He’s a good honest worker,” Alison 

says. “His calm demeanour makes him 
ideal as the rear of the group, if there is 
trouble I can always rely on him to keep 
the other camels at ease.”
That’s comforting, I thought. I hope 

we’re not in for any trouble though.
We are all briefed in the correct way in 

which to mount our camel. Something 

Check out all Broome has to offer by 
visiting the official Broome Visitor 

Centre website,  
www.broomevisitorcentre.com.au
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Right: The camels wait patiently 
for their riders to be assigned; 
Far right: One-by-one the camels 
are brought to their feet and 
eager riders brace themselves 
for fear of falling off; Below: 
We’re off, ‘sailing’ along the 
foreshore of Cable Beach as the 
sun sets over the Indian Ocean

All photographs are copyright to 
Calista Bruschi

I didn’t know is that camels are 
emotional animals, sensitive to the way 
in which they are handled, so it made 
following Alison’s instructions as close 
as possible all the more important. 
No doubt due to its long legs, 

mounting a camel is almost impossible 
from a standing start. (Read here: it’s 
not like riding a horse!) 
Placing one leg on a small ledge 

attached to the saddle, I swung my 
other leg across the camel’s hump 
careful not to hurt Aslan in any way, or 
kick my fellow rider in the face. 
If I can pass on one piece of advice, it 

is best to mount your camel in one go 
to avoid the chance of losing balance 
and falling down; nothing worse than a 
mouth full of sand.
Relaxing into the seat, I prepared 

myself for what was to come next.

 See, one cannot ride a camel along 
the beach, marvelling at the sunset, if 
one does not get the camel to stand up, 
and as Broome’s tallest camel, Aslan 
can pitch a 45-degree angle forward 
when getting up. 
My knees were firmly gripped against 

the saddle, overcompensating for the 
perspiration coming from my hands and 
the anxious moments waiting as the 
other riders got settled. 
As Aslan motioned forward in the first 

stages of his rise, I struggled to oppose 
the inertia and push myself backwards. 
He grunted and groaned, loudly 

acknowledging the heavy load on his 
back, but once up he patiently waited 
for Alison to give the command and our 
walk began.
In addition to her beautiful camels, 

Alison has a team of helpers providing 
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Broome Camel Safaris provides 
camel rides along beautiful Cable 
Beach, Monday to Saturday. Take 
your pick from a half an hour 
pre-sunset ride or the hour-long 
sunset camel ride with a spectacular 
Kimberley sunset. Visit  
www.broomecamelsafaris.com.au 
for more, including seasonal prices 
and booking information.

keen tO plan yOuR 
Own getaway

knowledge of the animals and 
assistance to riders, they even take 
photographs of the experience.
A sailboat casually travelled past us 

as the sun made its way down towards 
the horizon and the bright skies that 
had greeted me at the start of the 
journey had now changed to golden 
syrup. 
Cable Beach is the perfect location to 

enjoy the Broome sunset and onboard 
Aslan the camel was the perfect spot 
from which to view it. 
Offshore two dolphins frolicked in the 

water, making their presence known 
with the odd splash and surface. 
As the sky reddened we made our way 

back to home base, passing fishermen 
casting their lines into the calm waters 
hoping to snag that evening’s dinner. 
Perhaps it was Aslan having an affect, 

but a sense of calm washed over me 
and I got lost in the romantic lighting 
that surrounded us.
One-by-one riders were unloaded from 

their camels, and as a final ‘thank you’ 
we presented them with a carrot which 
they eagerly gobbled down.
If there is one experience you must  

do while in Broome, it’s a camel ride 
along Cable Beach — I recommend 
going at sunset.

Top and bottom left: The camels 
take it all in their stride, but for 
the uninitiated the golden glow 
as the sun sets is something to 
behold;  

Above: Just as the sun hits the 
horizon, the colour takes on a 
new rust-red brilliance 
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