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As a kid growing up in north western 
Queensland, one of the great joys I 
had was when my parents bought 

my sister and I kites for Christmas. 
We lived next door to a school and 

would climb the fence from our house 
into the school grounds and race 
towards the oval on windy days to fly 
them. 
I remember one occasion where te 

gusty winds were so strong that my 
sister lost her grip and her multi-
coloured kite flew away on the breeze 
into a tree. Our dad had to help us get it 
down.
Flying a kite can bring so much 

excitement and laughter, and with that 
in mind a group of friends got together 
almost 10 years ago to establish the 
Coolum Kite Festival; a colourful and 
creative event for lovers of kites held at 

Let’s go fly a kite
Queensland’s Coolum Beach  
each October.
The first festival in 2000 attracted 

crowds of around 12,000 and in 2009 
more than 20,000 people will trek 
their way to the beach to participate 
in two days of kite flying, kite surfing, 
live entertainment, art and interactive 
workshops. 
Hundreds of kites with vibrancy and 

colour dot the sky at the event which, 
according to Sunshine Coast Mayor Bob 
Abbot, is one of the most spectacular 
kite festivals in the  
Southern Hemisphere. 
Kite flyers from across Australia and 

the world participated in this year’s 
event, including New Zealand kite  
maker Robert Van Weers who took  
great delight in showing off his latest 
series ‘Fish in Line’.
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 Once a sleepy seaside town, Coolum 
shot to tourism recognition when the 
golf resort opened, and has become  
not just a popular spot for the rich  
and famous but a highly-regarded 
holiday destination. 
The beach boasts great surfing and 

swimming, but anglers also rejoice 
with a number of not-so-secret fishing 
haunts on the map. 
But if getting wet isn’t your thing, set 

aside a couple of hours and hike to 
the top of Mt Coolum where you will 
be rewarded with stunning 360-degree 
views of the area.
There are plenty of cafes and fine 

dining options, and heading along 
the esplanade on David Low Way we 
stopped in at the Sunrise Cafe Bar  
and Restaurant which has some 
spectacular views. 

Clockwise from above: 
Fish in Lines is the latest 
release line set from NZ kite 
maker Robert Van Weers; 
Other activities included 
sand sculpting; Crowds flock 
to Coolum Beach for the 
annual kite festival, attracting 
kids both young and old; a 
different kind of ‘Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic’

The food here is excellent and there  
is a great variety of items on the  
menu at a price to suit your budget. 
It proved to be a perfect spot for us 

to kick back and take in the perfect 
summer day while enjoying a light  
lunch with a cold, refreshing  
beer in hand.
For those wanting to spend a bit  

of time exploring, and there is much 
to explore in this beautiful part of 
Queensland, there are plenty of 
accommodation options on offer. 
The official website of Coolum  

Beach has some very useful 
recommendations for travellers looking 
to extend their stay in the region. 
Whatever you choose, be sure to 

remember the ‘slip, slop, slap’  
approach. There is nothing worse  
than being struck with a severe  
case of sunburn and heat stroke.

Coolum Kite Festival:  
www.coolumkitefestival.com

Coolum Beach Official Website: 
www.coolum.com.au

Sunrise Cafe and Bar:  
www.sunrisecoolum.com.au
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http://www.sunrisecoolum.com.au/index.html
http://www.sunrisecoolum.com.au/index.html
http://www.coolum.com.au/display_cathome.asp?catid=349&cattype=1
http://www.coolum.com.au/display_cathome.asp?catid=349&cattype=1

